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History Has It’s  
Eyes on Us
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Addressing the  
Health Crisis



No Scholastic 
Performing Arts 

Spread of COVID-19



Findings from the  
International Coalition of Performing Arts  

Aerosol Study  

Round 3
Released November 13, 2020



Instrumental, Vocal and General 
Classroom Music, Theatre, 
Speech, Debate and Dance 

classes and activities  

following proper mitigation.

Key Finding: 

may be held in person



Students in School 
=  

Arts in School
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FLUTES AND 
RECORDERS WILL 
NOT KILL ANYONE



Performers   Teachers   Instruments

Woodwinds and Brass players should use a 
mask while playing which includes a small 
straight slit in a surgical style mask

•Do not use the woodwind/brass mask outside 
of rehearsal

Teachers are assumed to talk the most and as 
a result should wear the most efficient mask 
possible that is readily available, which are 
surgical masks. (N95s are not recommended 
at this time due to supply chain issues.)

Teachers should consider using a portable 
amplifier to keep their voices at a low 
conversational volume. Students should also ask 
questions in a low conversational volume with a 
mask.

aerosol emission is reduced between 60% and 90%.  



Person - Well Fitting
Multi-layer
Surgical Style Mask
Washable or Disposable 

Instrument - Multi-layers
•MERV 13 type material
•Surgical mask type material
•Something > nothing
•Non-stretchy material



Indoors
• 6x6 area
• 9x6 for trombone

Outdoors
• 6x6 area
• Masks strongly recommended 
• Instrument bell covers 

should still be used





Spit Valves 
•Empty away from others 
•Have an absorbent disposable material to catch 
the condensation (Puppy Pad)

Hand Washing 
•Hand sanitizer should be readily available
•Soap and Warm water should be available. 
•Hands should be washed after contact with 
surfaces and others

Common Areas 
•Should be managed to limit the number of students 
at a time in the room.
•Anyone who enters the room should bring a 70% 
alcohol wipe to wipe all surfaces before and after 
touching.
•The wipe should be discarded properly upon leaving 
the storage area.



Outdoor is Best
•Open air 
•Tenting from elements (no sides)

Indoor Air filtration
•HEPA –Size of Room
•Filtration Certification
•CADR -Clean Air Delivery Rate
•AHAM Certification -Association of Home Appliance 
Manufacturers

Air Change Rate Per Hour (ACH)
•3 ACH is the standard used for the modeling presented
•Increased ACH recommended if possible

ASHRAE Guidelines  -American Society of Heating, 
Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers





Learn More at:  

https://www.artsednj.org/covid19/



Arts Education Has 
More Research on 

Mitigation Strategies 
Than ANY Content Area



Addressing the  
Mental Health Crisis



 Social Emotional 
Learning Will Be 

Front and Center



What is Social and Emotional Learning (SEL)

• Self Awareness: Develop healthy Identities 

• Self Management: Understand and manage emotions, 

• Social Awareness: Achieve personal and collective goals, 

• Social Awareness: Feel and show empathy for others, 

• Relationship Skills: Establish and maintain supportive relationships, and  

• Responsible Decision Making: Make responsible and caring decisions.

SEL is… 

The process through which children and adults acquire and effectively apply the 
knowledge, attitudes, and skills necessary to: 









Developmental Experiences 

+ 
Developmental Relationships 

Foundations for Young Adult Success:  
A Developmental Framework



Do you see the Arts in these words?



Why May Arts Educators Have 
an Advantage with 

Developmental Relationships?





Why May the Arts Have an 
Advantage with 

Developmental Experiences?



Music Education is  
Social  

Music Education is  
Emotional





Intentional
Embedded

Sustained



How Do We Embed SEL?















SELARTS.org

http://SELARTS.org








Early Elementary Late Elementary Middle School High School

•    Recognize and name 
different types of 
positive and negative 
emotions.

•    Identify situations that 
produce positive and 
negative emotions.
•    Identify body 
sensations (e.g., tight 
muscles, racing heart, 
distracted, etc.) 
associated with positive 
and negative emotions.
•    Continue to 

effectively identify 
one’s own emotions, 
with increasing 
vocabulary.

•    Identify personal, 
social cultural, and 
environmental triggers 
that produce a negative 
emotional response (e.g., 
anger, stress, etc.) and 
those that produce a 
positive emotional 
response.
•    Continue to 

effectively identify 
one’s own emotions, 
with increasing 
vocabulary along with 
increasing awareness 
of situations and 
sensations associated 
with emotions.

•    Analyze how one’s 
own thoughts and 
emotions affect decision 
making and responsible 
behavior.
•    Continue to 

effectively identify one’s 
own emotions including 
in a variety of 
situations, with 
increasing vocabulary 
along with increasing 
awareness of 
situations, sensations 
and triggers associated 
with emotions.

Student will be able to recognize one’s feelings and thoughts.







Intentional
Embedded

Sustained



“I believe everyone will soon come to 
realize that our arts educators are the 

secret weapon to implementation of social-
emotional learning in our schools.” 

Dr. Maurice Elias



Addressing the  
Fiscal Crisis



How Do We Address the 
Fiscal Crisis?



How Do We Address the 
Health Crisis?



How Do We Address the 
Mental Health Crisis?



ADVOCACY!



Proactive > Reactive > Inactive 



When is the best time 
to plant a tree? 

When is the second 
best time?



We have to prepare for the 
2021/2022 School Year… 

NOW!





• Survey All Arts Educators 

• Gather Data by Parrish 

• What is Happening (What Themes Emerge) 

• Identify Concerns, Strengths and Needs 

• Analyze the Information 

• Develop a Plan

Get Informed



• There are 70 Districts (plus charters) in Louisiana 

• Develop Advocates for Arts Education in Each 

- Parents, Educators, Students, Concerned Citizens 

- Organize to Build Community of Support 

• Understand the Budget Process 

• Organize Local Groups Through Communication (Email, Facebook Groups, 
etc.) 

• Hold Training Sessions for Teams (Zoom)

Get Organized



• Safe Implementation of Programs 

• Social-Emotional Learning Connections 

• Budget 

- Staffing, Curricular Support, Scheduling 

- Understanding the Budget Process 

• Learning Expectations Have Not Changed 

• Kids in Schools = Arts in Schools

Develop Your Message





Bad behavior during 
the pandemic must not 

be allowed to be 
institutionalized



Organize Now 
To Ensure Our 

Programs Tomorrow
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