
LMEA HALL OF FAME 



FORWARD 

This is a compilation of the biographical sketches 

of the 93 inductees thus far into the LMEA Hall 

of Fame that has been published each year in 

The Louisiana Musician. The reader will notice 

that some are longer than others – actually a few 

were shortened to fit a single page. Also, 

different writing styles from year to year will 

be detected. Several different writers have 

participated in the writing of these sketches. 

It is good to be reminded of the dedication of those 

who initiated the school music program in 

Louisiana and of those who, through the years, 

have built on the firm foundation established by 

their predecessors. 



 THE LMEA HALL OF FAME 

1982 

     Robert C. Gilmore 

 

1983    

     Lloyd V. Funchess 

     L. Bruce Jones 

     Walter C. Minniear 

     Ralph R. Pottle 

     Harold H. Ramsey 

 

1984 

     Francis G. Bulber 

     Willis F. Ducrest 

     LaVerne E. Irvine 

     Henry W. Stopher 

 

1985 

     Samuel T. Burns 

     Brad Daigle 

     Philip B. Kendall 

     Richard McCluggage 

     Howard C. Voorhies 

 

1986 

     Louise M. Alton 

     Peter Dombourian 

     Polly Gibbs 

      Edward Herman 

 

1987 

     Oscar P. Barnes 

     Milton Bush 

     Rene Louapre, Jr.  

     Everett Timm 

     Velma Nichols Willey 

 

1988 

     John Gilfry 

     Robert Shambaugh 

     Norman E. Smith 

 

 

1989 

     Doris Bienvenu 

    Kenneth B. Klaus  
     Frank J. Mannino 

     Nolan J. Sahuc 

     Tom D. Wafer 

 

1990 

     James R. Lee 

     Robert Weatherly 

     Jack W. White 

 

1991 

     James Gory 

     Douglas Peterson 

     Nena Plant Wideman 

     Robert Wilhite 

 

1992 

     Edith Elliott Duhon 

     Richard Jennings 

 

1993  

     Marie Cotaya 

     Roger John DiGiulian 

     Kenneth Green 

 

1994 

     Easton LeBouef 

     Leon Anderson 

 

1995 

     Earl Alexander 

     “Nick” Rouse 

 

1996 

     Catherine Heard 

     Bruce Lambert 

     Lloyd Harris, Jr.  
 

 



 THE LMEA HALL OF FAME 

1997 

     Barbara Conrad Butler 

     Raul S. Prado 

 

1998 

     Robert N. Morgan 

     Robert Bates Price 

 

1999 

     Mabel Hargis Smith 

     Michael E. Genevay 

     Lamar Robertson 

     Michael D. Spears 

 

2000 

     Julie Prado 

     Tom Nix 

 

2001 

     Tommy Burroughs 

     “Bill” Causey, Sr.  

 

2002 

     Anna Lou Babin 

     Arthur Hardy 

     Dr. Jerry R. Payne 

     Martin Sotile 

 

2003 

     Sara Bidner 

     Pat Deaville 

 

2004 

     Joe Hebert 

 

2006 

     Ronney Mayard 

  

2007 

     William E. Brent 

      

2008 

     Wallace Van Sickle 

2009 

     Julia P. Davis 

     Stanley Dale Liner 

     Frank B. Wickes 

 

2010 

     Marty Hurley 

 

2011 

     Guy Wood 

 

2012 

     Dr. Karl Carpenter 

 

2013 

     Fran Hebert 

 

2014 

     Carolyn Herrington 

 

2015 

     John Stafford 

 

2016 

     Beverly Stafford 

 

2017 

     Rubye Carol Lupton 

 

2018 

     Robin A. Daigle 

 

2019 

     Scotty Walker 

     Johnette LeBlanc 

     Roselyn “Rosie” Fournier 

 

2020 

     James W. Hearne 

 

2021 

     Johnny V. Walker 



 THE LMEA HALL OF FAME 

 

2022 

     Craig Millet 

     Greg A. Oden 

     Syll-Young Lee Olson 

 

2023 

     Katrice C. LaCour 

 

2024 

     Robin M. Hochkeppel  

      

 



















































































































































































 
James W. Hearne 

Inducted 2020  
 

James Hearne is in his twenty-ninth year of music 
education in Louisiana.  He is currently in his sixth year 
as director of the Moss Bluff Middle School Bands in 
Moss Bluff, Louisiana.  Prior to Moss Bluff Middle 
School, he taught four years at S. J. Welsh Middle 
School, fourteen and a half years at LaGrange High 
School and three and a half years at Oakdale Junior and 
Senior High School.  He received his bachelor’s degree 
in Instrumental Music Education from Louisiana State 
University, Baton Rouge, where he studied conducting 

with Frank Wickes.  His tenure in Louisiana has produced performing groups that have received 
numerous sweepstakes at district, state, and national events.  He has appeared as a guest conductor, 
adjudicator, and clinician throughout Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama. 
 

Mr. Hearne has had the honor of serving in various leadership positions for the District V Band and 
Orchestra Directors’ Association and Louisiana Music Educators’ Association.  He is currently serving 
in his eighth year as the LMEA Conference Coordinator.  Mr. Hearne is a member of Phi Beta Mu, 
District V Band and Orchestra Directors’ Association, Louisiana Music Educators’ Association and 
the National Association for Music Education.  He is a recipient of the Phi Beta Mu “Louisiana Director 
of the Year”, National Band Associations’ Citation of Excellence, District V Norman E. Smith Band 
Director of the Year, and the KPLC Class Act Award. 
 

Outside of the music education classroom, Mr. Hearne has served as the Glad Tidings Church 
Orchestra director for the past twelve years and interim choir director for a total of four years. As a 
performer, he has had the opportunity to perform with many different mediums ranging from church 
music to big bands. 
 
Mr. Hearne currently resides in Ragley, Louisiana with his wife of twenty-eight years Monie Hearne 
and his two sons Collin James Hearne and Carter John Hearne. 
 

 



 
Johnny V. Walker 

Induction 2021 
 

Johnny V. Walker is a native of Alexandria, LA, and a 
graduate of Bolton High School.  He received a 
Bachelors degree in Music Education from 
Northeastern Louisiana University and a Masters 
degree in Music Education from Northwestern State 
University.  Mr. Walker retired in 2019 after serving 
30 years in the field of Music Education.  During his 
career, Mr. Walker served as the band director at 
Winnfield Middle School, Bolton High School and 

Pineville High School. At Pineville, where he finished the last 28 years of his teaching career, Mr. 
Walker grew the band program into one of the premier instrumental music programs in Central 
Louisiana, winning numerous awards and accolades, including many sweepstakes honors at 
regional, state and national events. 
 

Mr. Walker continues to serve as a clinician and adjudicator throughout the state and continues to 
serve on the instructional staff of the Macy’s Great American Marching band, a position he has 
held since 2006. 
 
Throughout his career, Mr. Walker has held several local and state positions for LMEA including 
serving as president of the District II Band Directors Association and then as District Director for 
over 10 years. 
 
Outside of the public school system, Mr. Walker continues to educate as a private lesson instructor 
in the Alexandria area. Additionally, he performs with the Iberia Jazz Band, based in New Iberia, 
LA and at Calvary Baptist Church in Alexandria, LA. 
 
Mr. Walker resides in Woodworth, LA with his dog Little Ben. 
 
 
 



 
Craig Millet 

Induction November 19, 2022 
 
Craig Millet was born in Alexandria, Louisiana in 1966.  
He graduated from Alexandria Sr. High School, where 
he was under the direction of Edmund Winston III.   
 
In 1989, Mr. Millet earned his Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Instrumental Music Education from Louisiana Tech 
University.  While at Louisiana Tech, he participated 
with the Saxophone Quartet, Marching Band, Jazz Band, 
Symphonic Band, and the Ruston Symphony Orchestra.  
While attending Louisiana Tech, he was under the 
direction of Raymond Young and Daniel Pittman.  He 
has also studied privately with Dr. Edmund Winston II, 

Alan Keating, Dr. Larry Gwodz, and Sigurd Rascher.  In 1990, he accepted the Assistant Director 
position under Carl Schexnayder at St. Amant High School.  In 1999, Mr. Millet accepted the Director 
of Bands position and held that position until the fall of 2020. 
 
All of the St. Amant Bands, including Marching Band, Jazz Band, Concert Band, Symphonic Band, 
and Wind Symphony, consistently receive superior ratings at the District and State Festival.  The Wind 
Symphony has never made less than Sweepstakes at the District Festival since the school opened its 
doors in 1978.  Under Mr. Millet’s direction, performing grade IV and V literature, the Wind 
Symphony has made straight Superiors and Sweepstakes at every LMEA State Festival since he 
became director of bands in 1999.  In 2001, Mr. Millet received the Band Master of the Year Award 
for excellence in the field of music education from Louisiana Tech University.  The St Amant Bands 
have performed at Carnegie Hall, Disney World, and Six Flags.  They have also traveled to Italy, 
Ireland, and Scotland. 
 
Mr. Millet’s professional affiliations include Phi Mu Alpha, Phi Beta Mu, MENC, LMEA, TBA, and 
NBA.  He is also a Past President of the District IV Band Directors Association.  He served on the 
LMEA Board as Band Division Chair for two terms and was instrumental in implementing State Solo 
Festival as well as the newly formed Class D classification for struggling large ensembles.  He is a 
charter member fand founding member of LMAA (Louisiana Music Adjudicators Association). 
 
Craig and Julie Millet have been happily married for 31 years and live in Prairieville, Louisiana.  
They have two children, Lindsey and Matthew. 



 

 
Greg A. Oden 

Induction November 19, 2022 
 
 

Greg A. Oden is a recently retired music educator with 
32 years of experience. For 27 years, his main teaching 
responsibility was as Director of Choral Activities at 
West Monroe High School. Oden also served as the 
Music Coordinator for the Ouachita Parish School 
System.   

The choral program at West Monroe High School 
included nearly 300 singers from grades 9 to 12.  At 
LMEA District and State Choral Assessments, the 
WMHS “Rebel Choir” received Superior ratings in 

both Performance and Sightreading for 27 consecutive years. Oden has conducted his choirs in 
many of the great cathedrals around the world. These include St. Peter’s (Rome), St. Marks 
(Venice), St. Francis Basilica (Assisi), Notre Dame (Paris), St. Paul’s (London), and Salzburg 
Dom (Salzburg). In addition, members of the West Monroe choral program have performed at 
Carnegie Hall five times with world-renowned conductors John Rutter and Eric Whitacre. Oden 
made his Carnegie Hall conducting debut in March of 2016.  

A graduate of Northeast Louisiana University, Oden has served on the LA-ACDA Board of 
Directors, President of the North Louisiana Chapter of NATS, District 1 Choral Directors 
Association, and Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia.  He served as the LMEA District 1 Director from 2009 
– 2020, and currently serves as the LMEA State Vocal Chairman. In his 28 years as a member of 
LMEA, Oden served as the District 1 Vocal Chairman for 27 years. He was instrumental in 
bringing computer aided All-State judging to the organization and has assisted in All-State 
Assessments for over 20 years. Oden has recently been appointed to the Board of the Louisiana 
Music Assessment Association. He was also named a Charter Member of the LMAA Vocal 
Division.  

Oden currently serves as Minister of Music at New Chapel Hill Baptist Church.  He has been 
married to Kristen Oden for 32 years, and is most proud of his son, Blake Oden, a four-year LMEA 
All-State baritone, and his daughter, Morgan Oden, a four-year LMEA All-State Soprano II. 

 

 

 



 

 
Syll-Young Lee Olson 

Induction November 19, 2022 
 

Syll-Young Lee Olson was born March 12, 1949, in 

Seoul, Korea.  Her teaching career covers 30 plus years 

in Natchitoches Parish.  She earned her bachelor’s 

degree in composition from the Seoul National 

University where she ranked top in her class.  Later, 

she received her master’s degree from the “Hachschule 

der Kueneste” in Berlin (University of Arts in Berlin, 

Germany).  She moved to Natchitoches, Louisiana 

where she was the piano instructor at the Louisiana School for Math Science and Arts in 1991.  

She later moved to the Natchitoches Parish school system where she continued to conduct the 

orchestra at Natchitoches Central High School.   

 

Throughout her teaching career, Olson remained active as a guest conductor, adjudicator, and 

clinician of numerous Honor Orchestras and Festivals.  During her tenure at Natchitoches Central 

her students have participated in L.M.E.A. All-State Orchestra/Symphonic Band and All-National 

Honor Symphony in New York sponsored by NAfME.  She was a recipient of 2002-03 Teacher 

of the Year from the Natchitoches Parish School Board, also 2002-03 Teacher of the Year from 

the Louisiana, Mississippi, West Tennessee District Kiwanis International.  Additionally, on 

numerous occasions she was a recipient of the Mayor’s Award in Natchitoches Louisiana for her 

community service with the orchestra.  In 2022 she received her 25-year service award from 

L.M.E.A. at the annual music educators conference. 
 



 

 

 

Katrice C. LaCour 
Induction November 18, 2023 

 

 

 

Katrice LaCour was born March 13, 1966, in 

Chicago Illinois to Rainey and Nazy LaCour. His 

teaching career covers twenty years in Natchitoches 

Parish. He earned his bachelor’s degree in music 

education in 1991 from Grambling State University. 

His major instrument is the double bass with a minor 

on trumpet. He was an active member in the 

Grambling State University Tiger Marching Band, 

Grambling Orchestra, Ruston Civic Symphony, 

Grambling Jazz Ensemble, and a member of Kappa 

Kappa Psi honorary band fraternity. 
 

His first position after obtaining his degree was 

Orchestra and Band Director at Campti /Lakeview Jr/Sr High School in 1991/92 school year. 

Throughout his teaching career, LaCour remained active as a guest conductor, adjudicator, and 

clinician of numerous Honor Orchestras and Festivals. His ensembles have participated in 

numerous L.M.E.A. and National Festivals since 1991. Additionally, on numerous occasions he 

was a recipient of the Mayor’s Award in Natchitoches Louisiana for his community service with 

the orchestra. 
 

He currently is the Orchestra Director for the Northwestern State University Elementary/Middle 

Laboratory schools in Natchitoches Louisiana. In 2017 his middle school orchestra won Gold in 

the high school division at Festival Disney followed by a Performance at Carnegie Hall in 2019. 

That same year the Orchestra performed for Louisiana Governor John Bell Edwards. In 2014 he 

was elected Orchestra Division chairman for L.M.E.A. and has held that position for the past 10 

years. During the 2022 – 2023 school year his orchestra would return to Disney and receive Best 

in Class and First Place overall. The same year He and the N.S.U. Middle Lab School Orchestra 

would be recognized for their accomplishments on the House and Senate Floor of the State Capitol 

with Senate Concurrent Resolution No 35 and 36. 
 

Mr. LaCour also has an extensive performance career. He along with his brother Rainey LaCour 

performed in the U.S and abroad as a signed act for Entertainment America. Katrice entertained 

military troops performing USO and MWR tours in the United States and South Korea for 7 years. 

Between USO/MWR tours he was a guest entertainer for Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines. He toured 

the Eastern and Western Caribbean, Mexican Riviera, Hawaii, and Alaska. During this period, he 

entertained guest for Royal Caribbean covering a span of 150 cruises. In October 2020, he was 

inducted into the Folk Music Hall of Fame by Lieutenant Governor Billy Nungesser for his 

performance of French Creole Music on the accordion across the state of Louisiana and Texas.  



 

Robin M. Hochkeppel 
Inducted January 2025  

 

 
Robin M. Hochkeppel recently retired after teaching for 30 years at 

all levels, kindergarten through college, in the areas of instrumental 

music, elementary music, general music, jazz and collegiate studio 

instruction.  Her most recent employment was with the Acadiana 

Renaissance Charter Academy in Youngsville, Louisiana, where 

she taught 6th-8th grade band as well as K-5 music.  Previously, 

Ms. Hochkeppel was the band director at Edgar Martin Middle 

School, where over 400 students were in the band program; 

assistant band director at Lafayette High School; band director at 

South Wayne Junior High in Indianapolis, Indiana; adjunct 

instructor of bassoon and oboe at the University of Louisiana at 

Lafayette; and adjunct faculty at Butler University. She has 

maintained a private woodwind studio for over 40 years.  

 Throughout her teaching career, Ms. Hochkeppel’s concert and jazz bands consistently received superior ratings at 

Louisiana District and State Assessments as well as various music festivals in and out of state.  Her school and private 

students have regularly been selected for District and State Honor Bands, and many have gone on to become private 

instructors, band directors, and professional musicians. 

 Ms. Hochkeppel attended Eastern Washington University, Butler University where she received the Bachelor of 

Music in Education degree, and the University of Louisiana at Lafayette where she graduated with honors and 

received the Master of Music degree with an emphasis in woodwind performance.  She has studied with Wendall 

Jones, William Ludwig, William Hochkeppel, Charles Rader, Rosemary Lang, Art Riedel, and Andrea Lowey. 

 Ms. Hochkeppel has been guest clinician for numerous area honor bands, judged for district festivals, and presented 

clinics at the LBA and LMEA state conventions.  She co-authored The LMEA Handbook for New Instrumental Music 

Directors as well as the Lafayette Parish Instrumental Music Scope and Sequence/Curriculum Guide.  She was a 

reviewer for the National Core Arts Standards and was on the LDOE State Music Curriculum Guide and Lesson Plan 

Committee.  Most recently, she contributed an article to the LMEA Louisiana Musician entitled, “Practical Tips For 

Making Your Bassoon Players Better,” and authored the chapter “Pedagogies for Teaching Bassoon” in the 

comprehensive textbook entitled "Teaching Instrumental Music: Contemporary Perspectives and Pedagogies," by 

Brian Powell, Kristen Pellegrino and Quincy Hilliard. (Editors) 

 Ms. Hochkeppel was named “Band Director of the Year” by Phi Beta Mu, was twice awarded “Bandmaster of the 

Year” by the Louisiana Bandmasters Association and is an LEF and United Way “Teacher of the Year” nominee.  

She has been awarded the "Shining Star Award" at ARCA and has been "Staff Member of the Month" multiple times.  

She has served as president, All-Star Coordinator, and member at large for the Louisiana Bandmasters Association, 

as well as secretary for the Southwest Louisiana Band Directors Association.  

 Additionally, Ms. Hochkeppel is a freelance musician and has performed with groups such as the Acadiana 

Symphony Orchestra, the Acadian Wind Symphony, Chorale Acadienne, the Skyliners Big Band, the Indianapolis 

Symphony Orchestra, and the Spokane Symphony Orchestra.   

 Ms. Hochkeppel is a charter member of the Louisiana Music Adjudicators Association and is member of NAfME, 

LMEA, SLBDA, Phi Beta Mu, Sigma Alpha Iota, Pi Kappa Lambda, Phi Eta Sigma and Phi Kappa Phi. 

 


